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Why is this important?

u Quality of life
u Ability to work/play/show

u Pain, lameness

u Limited treatments
u Heritable disease

u Multifactorial 

https://www.shootinguk.co.uk/gundogs/gundog-breeds/clumber-spaniel-wins-av-field-trial-87574



Clumber Spaniels

u Overall hips:
u 57.6% Normal

u 0.7% Equivocal 

u 41.7% Dysplastic

u Overall elbows: 
u 90.4% Normal

u 0.3% Equivocal

u 9.3% Dysplastic  
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Notes

u Radiograph = x-ray 
image

u Patient orientation
u Left on right

u Right on left
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Breed Variations

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/95983035778940336/

https://www.dailypaws.com/dogs-puppies/dog-breeds/clumber-spaniel

https://www.dailypaws.com/dogs-puppies/dog-breeds/golden-retriever



Factors

u Coverage of femoral head
u Congruence
u Shape of femoral head and 

acetabulum
u Subluxation
u Secondary osteoarthritis

u Femoral neck

u Acetabulum

https://www.dailypaws.com/dogs-puppies/dog-breeds/clumber-spaniel



Other

u Muscle atrophy
u Transitional vertebrae



Coverage of the Femoral head



Subluxation



Challenges with Subluxation



Osteoarthritis



Morgan’s Lines
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Sedation/Anesthesia – Yes or No?

u Recommendation: Sedation to the point of muscular relaxation 
u Benefits:

u Straight, well-positioned radiograph  = more accurate grade

u Disadvantages:
u Cost

u Risk

https://www.valleyvet.com/ct_detail.html?pgguid=6b7d85c7-598f-4c96-8cf4-2233c713f821



Final Comments

u Primary osteoarthritis can also occur
u Trauma

u Document with x-rays at time of trauma

u Complex
u Even dogs with normal hips can produce 

dysplastic



Questions?

https://www.luvmydogs.com/2017/06/everything-about-your-clumber-spaniel.html


